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NEC BRIEFING 20 Pebrumry 1838
NORTH AFRYICA

. Tunistiap situation continnes to deterjorste: Lo
A, Bounrguibs has suifered serious loss in popular supporiyby—ier

not pressing for immediate Security Council action.

1, In attempt to recoup political fortwnes, wide publicity
baing giver by Bourguibe to new "hard line"--good relations
can never be reestablished with Framce.

B. Fesr widesproead that France plans to reoccupy Tunisis--thm:
proposed French military regroupsent only wmove to that ead.

1. Pinean denied 33 Feb that France contemplates recongue:i;
Prench Chief of Btaff declares project not wmilitarily
feasible,

2. BFevertheless, Tunisians are organizing "resistance umiie,"”
otc. |

C. Right-wingers in Gaillards cabinet--firmly opposing concessiions,
particularly on Bixerte--uzy abandos him duriag budget debecte.

1., BSoeislists aad Popular Republicans also restive, but probably
snwilling to risk crisis mow.

1I. In Algeris situation also gloomy:
A, lwplementation of basic statdle-delcared in effect 31 Janusry-—
faces growing difficuities,

1. Noslem deterwinmation not to commit themselves to Freact
strengthoned Ly renewed rebel action; assassination 21 Fed

of prominent pro Freach Noslem also bousd tg discour
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2., Even Buropsans declining reappointment--Mayor of Orleansville
has publicly declimed to serve; NWayor of Algilers (bitter
opponent of Lacoste) iadicated privately he would refuse.

Armus for rebels presumably still srriving--no recent reports,

howaver.
1, ZFrench officials estimnte famous Norice line (1li0-miles of
electrified barbed wire) eonly 20% effective.

In Norocco, the government is deeply concerned over popular agitation

resulting from Spanish-Freanch atlitary operations--underway sinea

10 February.
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Initisl phase, now concluded, concentrated Saguis el Hawra,
¥reuch ground and air forces definttely involved. Remults
apparently mesger.

Attack in Rio de Oro--reported to have begun 20 Februsry.

Spanish making major effort to clear Ifai esclave.

Appears likely some fremck planes may have come from Pronch

bases in Borocco, but probably not U5 bases,

1. Possible that US-mado aircraft being emploved., MNorocca:z
Government claims proof of this,

Populace around Agadir highly aroused, ®Rabat spokesman stated

22 Yebruery civil disturbances possible any tiwme despite

government efforts,

1. Government may be plasning early demand for withdrawsl ail
French {about 55,000) and Spanish (15-20,000) forces fraa
Morocco.

2. Reseantwent over Saharan oparation may be directed in pas:
ageinst U3 brses aand forces ia Morocco,
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Spain has estimated 7,000 treops Ifai, 8,900 in Epanish Sahars;
rr;nw sbout 5,000 in Heuritanis sad 2,000 extreme western Algeria,
Armed rebel perszomnel (led by professional gwerrillas irom Morocco)
probably total about 8,000,
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